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Women With HIV Focus of
World AIDS Week Panel

By Amanda Erickson
Columbia Daily Spectator

On the eve of World AIDS Day,
Columbia students gathered to hear
professors discuss the issues facing
women in the age of the AIDS cri-
sis.

Held at the Columbia Univer-
sity Medical Center, “Cutting Edge
Research and Issues on Women
and AIDS” focused on the special
struggles affecting women with
HIV/AIDS. The talk, hosted by the
School of International and Public
Affairs and the Global Health Fo-
rum, is one of the first events of
Columbia’s second annual Global
AIDS Awareness Week, which co-
incides with the Dec. 1 observance
of World AIDS Day. This year, the

focus of the international awareness
day is on women and girls.

The evening featured a panel of
health experts who spoke on the
problems and solutions that have
arisen in dealing with a disease that
is increasingly prevalent among
women. According to a UNAIDS
fact sheet, nearly 50 percent of
adults living with HIV globally are
women, and the number of women
living with HIV has increased in ev-
ery region of the world in the past
two years.

Zena Stein, professor of public
health, set the tone for the evening.
“We are losing the battle with AIDS,”
she said.
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